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Standards for providing quality palliative care 
for all Australians
Health Minister, Tony Abbott will officially launch the revised Standards for Providing Quality Palliative Care for all Australians during the launch of National Palliative Care Week at 10am today at Parliament House Canberra.

“These Standards have been revised by Palliative Care Australia to ensure the continuing relevance of the standards to current community needs” said Professor Sue Hanson - Chair PCA Standards and Quality Committee.
The original standards developed in 1994 represented a set of philosophical standards, reflective of the need at the time to clearly articulate and promote compassionate and appropriate end of life care. Today there have been significant changes to the structure, organisation and delivery of palliative care services in Australia, including changes to its role within the wider health care system.
The theme for National Palliative Care Week this year acknowledges the millions of Australian’s who care for those living with or dying from a life-limiting illness including family, friends, professional partners and allied health workers.  These revised standards reflect the idea that in most cases it is not one, but many people who make up the team caring for a person with a life limiting illness for example; 

Standard 9: Community capacity to respond to the needs of the people who have a life limiting illness, their caregiver and family is built through effective collaboration and partnerships.
For further information on the Standards for providing quality palliative care for all Australians or National Palliative Care Week activities during 22 - 28 May 2005, visit the Palliative Care Australia website at www.pallcare.org.au or call 1800 660 055.
-- END --

For further information please contact: 

Angela Magarry, Executive Director, Palliative Care Australia on 0402 238 472 or

Rachel Dryburgh, National Awareness & Events Manager, Palliative Care Australia on 0408 441 636
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