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Who are “they”?
“It was important for me to care for my daughter.  It was the last thing I could ever do for her, and [they] were there to help guide me ever step of the way - Michelle.
“[They] ultimately offered us the ability to grant our son his final wish – to die at home, surrounded by those he loved.  Jayne.  

“They gave me the confidence to see things through to their inevitable conclusion” - Barbara

“They” are the providers of palliative care across Australia.

National Palliative Care Week 2005 (NPCW) will focus on the many wonderful people who are doing and have done a magnificent job in caring for terminally ill people throughout Australia.  The theme for 2005 is Partners in Caring.  This theme encompasses the millions of Australian’s who care for those living with or dying from a life-limiting illness and not only professional partners such as specialists, general practitioners and nurses but informal caregivers such as family and friends and less traditional partners such as music therapists, occupational therapists and social workers.   
National Palliative Care Week is about increasing awareness and understanding of palliative care within the general community.  Each year thousands of Australians receive high quality care when they are dying.  However, we know many are unaware of the fantastic support services available to them during this very difficult time.  NPCW 2005 will highlight those services and encourage Australians to consider such care.

With the support of the Australian Government Department of Health & Ageing, Palliative Care Australia and its members will conduct a range of awareness-raising activities across Australia.

Details for National Palliative Care Week, 22– 28 May 2005:
National launch 

The Hon. Tony Abbott MP Minister for Health and Ageing
Mural Hall, Parliament House, Canberra
10.00am Monday, 23 May 2004 for morning tea

--  END  --

For further information please contact: 

Angela Magarry, Executive Director of Palliative Care Australia on 0402 238 472 or
Rachel Dryburgh, National Awareness & Events Manager, Palliative Care Australia on 0408 441 636
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