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Federal Health Minister to launch National Palliative Care Week

Federal Health Minister Tony Abbott will launch National Palliative Care Week 2005 at Parliament House in Canberra on Monday 23rd May at 10am.  
The theme for the week is Partners in Caring, chosen to highlight the many people that play a role in caring for a person with a life-limiting illness.
A recently published booklet A Journey Lived tells the stories of some real Australians who have cared for a loved one with a terminal illness.  It highlights the many people who play a role in caring for someone with a life-limiting illness, not just professional partners such as specialists, general practitioners and nurses, but also informal caregivers such as family and friends and less traditional partners such as music therapists, occupational therapists and social workers.

Palliative Care Australia and its member organisations around Australia are committed to increasing awareness of palliative care in Australia and to encouraging Australians to consider acceptance of death, dying and related issues as an integral of part of the lifecycle.
National Palliative Care Week 2005 aims to do this by providing simple but vital information to the community.  Events and activities are being held Australia-wide.

For further information on National Palliative Care Week activities, visit at Palliative Care Australia website at www.pallcare.org.au or phone 1800 660 055.
Interview opportunities will be available with:

Federal Minister for Health, The Hon. Tony Abbott

Professor David Currow, President, Palliative Care Australia

Janine Sayers, Carer from A Journey Lived
Details for National Palliative Care Week, 22 - 28 May 2005:
National launch 

The Hon. Tony Abbott MP Minister for Health and Ageing
Mural Hall, Parliament House, Canberra
10.00am Monday, 23 May 2005 followed by morning tea
-END-
For further information please contact: 

Angela Magarry, Executive Director of Palliative Care Australia on 0402 238 472
Rachel Dryburgh, National Awareness & Events Manager, Palliative Care Australia on 0408 441 636
Palliative care is about caring for people living with a terminal illness and their families and friends. This care is provided for a person with an active, progressive, advanced stage disease with little or no prospect of cure and for whom the primary treatment goal is quality of life.
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